
	

New  Family  Orientation   2017 
Welcome to South Pasadena Middle School!  

The SPMS PTA is dedicated to helping you and your child transition to SPMS. 

PTA CONTACT:  Ed Donnelly   pres@SPMSPTA.com 

Important Early Dates: 

  
1. Wednesday, August 16 – First Day of School.  Kids will receive their full schedule in first period.   
2. August 23 – First SPMS PTA meeting and forum, “Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About 

SPMS” at 7:00 p.m. in the school library. 
3. August 17 and August 18 – students may purchase PE clothes and locker locks during PE 

classes or order forms are online on the school website www.tigerstripe.org or 
www.spms.spusd.net   

4. Wednesday, August 30 – SPMS Back to School Night at 6:30 p.m.  
5. October 23 - 27 – SPMS Parent Teacher Conferences and students have early dismissal at 

12:30 p.m.  (Visit the SPMS PTA Book Fair on campus this week.) 

First Day of School Tips: 

1. A zip up binder with a handle is a great place to store paper, pencils and pens and add class 
work by subject and the school agenda (also known as the “binder reminder”.)  Back packs are 
not allowed in classrooms except for the first couple days.  The school agenda will be given to 
students in class.  Supply lists are on the school website at www.tigerstripe.org  The supply list 
is really more of a starter list and your child will be given a list of supplies needed by each of 
their teachers.   So you can expect to make another trip for supplies.  

2. Have a plan for drop-off as it gets super crowded with Marengo elementary just down the 
street!  School is in session from 8 a.m. to 2:40 p.m. (except for Mondays when kids get out at 
2:20 p.m.)  Head North on Fair Oaks to drop off in the parking lot in front of the school office or 
head West on Oak Street to drop off on the south side of campus.  Do not double park or 
talk/text and please be aware of students crossing the entrance and exit driveways.  

3. Have your child make a plan with friends where they will meet at brunch and lunch (like near 
the giant tiger mural outside of the cafeteria or near the library back stairs.)  Lunch lines can be 
long especially the first couple of weeks so it’s best to pack a lunch! They can use cash only to 
purchase snacks outside of the cafeteria at brunch. 

4. Have a designated pick up spot for you and your student to meet.  Many students do walk to 
and from school.  We have bicycle and skate board racks on campus. 



	

5. Once your child gets their PE and regular locker lock, write the combination down in their 
binder reminder and help them familiarize themselves with their lock.  If they forget the 
combination, Assistant Principal Mr. Yim has the master key for locks purchased through 
SPMS.  It is best to purchase your child’s locks through SPMS for this reason. If your child is 
very anxious about learning how to use a combination lock, we suggest purchasing one today 
to use for practice; it may ease their anxiety to be familiar with how these locks work.  

6. Have your child take advantage of the school library as it’s a welcoming and fun place just to 
hang out at brunch and lunch. 

All Day and Odd/Even Day Scheduling: 

1. Mondays are considered “All Day” and students attend all 6 periods (no homeroom.)   
Mondays are 8:00 a.m. to 2:20 p.m.  (Occasionally before a holiday kids will have an “All Day” 
schedule where they attend all 6 periods but get out at the usual 2:40 time.) 

2. Odd Days – Tuesdays and Thursdays students attend Periods 1, 3, and 5 as well as homeroom 
after lunch.   School is in session 8:00 a.m. to 2:40 p.m. 

3. Even Days – Wednesdays and Fridays students attend Period 2, 4, and 6 as well as homeroom 
after lunch.  School is in session 8:00 a.m. to 2:40 p.m. 

4. The Bell Schedule is available on the school website  www.tigerstripe.org 

Communication: 

1. Many teachers have websites which can be found on the school website.  Here you can find 
homework assignments and due dates for long term projects.  Feel free to email teachers if you 
have questions or concerns.   The PTA Communications Liaison, Eileen O’Leary, can help with 
this.  

2. Use the Parent Portal (my.spusd.net) to check grades and in some cases, upcoming 
assignments as well. 

3. Mr. Kubela sends out a weekly email (SPMS Community Updates) to all parents on Sunday 
evenings.  If you are not receiving these emails, please contact the school office at 626-441-
5830.  Daily Bulletin on school site www.tigerstripe.org excellent daily resource too. 

4. The SPMS PTA also sends out weekly emails (Tiger Tidbits) full of information. Please read 
through this for important dates and information.   

5. If you are not receiving school or PTA emails, don’t forget to check your “junk” folder.  All 
information should be on the PTA website as well. 

6. The school website is a good source of information as are the front pages of your student’s 
Binder Reminder. 

7. Your child will be assigned one of our three counselors to help them with class scheduling, 
preparing for next year’s curriculum and selecting electives. 

8. Report cards are issued quarterly 
 



	

Student Success: 

1. Organization! This is a skill that most kids are going to need help with. Encourage your student 
to use their Binder Reminder in all of their classes to write down assignment due dates, 
homework, etc.  Teachers typically put all of the same information on their web pages, 
however, there can be a delay in updating these pages so it’s best for your student to write 
down as much as they can during class.  

2. Remind your student to put their name and the class period on ALL their assignments. Often 
assignments go missing or end up in a random pile in the classroom. This assures that if your 
child did the work, he or she will be properly credited.   

3. Students should not throw out any assignments even if they have been turned in and/or 
graded.  These assignments can come in handy if for some reason it shows up on the Parent 
Portal as missing. Save everything! At the same time, encourage your child to clean out their 
binder periodically and establish a location in your house to keep all completed homework and 
assignments.  

4. Check your child’s Binder Reminder. Daily. Encourage them to write down assignments if you 
see blank pages. There is a delicate balance between letting your child be more independent 
and helping them along by teaching them how to track due dates, how to work in advance so 
there is no last minute cramming, gathering materials and supplies needed for projects and so 
forth.  

5. Keep a copy of your child’s schedule at home. You’ll know what classes they will be missing if 
they have a doctor’s appointment or if they are out sick. Your child will be responsible for 
contacting each of their teachers to get their make up work. Also be aware that your child will 
have 2 sets of books, one that they bring home and one set that stays in the classroom.  

6. Get the name of one or two friends in EACH of your child’s classes. This also comes in handy 
when your child has missed a class for any reason to find out the homework or assignments.  

7. Don’t panic when you check the Parent Portal and see that your child’s grade has plummeted 
from an A to a D. Most likely, there is an assignment missing. Teach your child how to read the 
Portal and how to check to make sure the assignments they have turned in to their teachers 
are credited.  All teachers have their own systems 

8. Create a system to help your child keep his/her backpack organized and ready for each school 
day. Make it part of your routine to check their Binder Reminders, to make sure they have the 
text books needed for each day, and that all assignments are in their binder the night before. It 
is not uncommon for parents to get a call from their child asking to drop off a book or the 
homework they left on the kitchen table. This can be minimized by packing up the night before 
and doing a quick final review with your child of the classes they have the next day.  

 

 



	

Miscellaneous: 

1. Lost and Found is located outside on the south side of the school office. 
2. All items being dropped off for your child should be taken to the school office. 
3. Donations of Kleenex, hand sanitizer or wipes and antibacterial soap are always appreciated 

by teachers and staff! 
4. Cell phones and other electronic devices may not be used during school. 
5. Call the school office to report an absence each day your child is absent.  If you are picking up 

your child early, you can send a note with them to the school office in the morning so they can 
get a grounds permit to leave class at the right time.   

6. Mr. Kubela sends an email to let you know when the kids will bring home textbooks so you can 
arrange a ride home.  One set of books for home and usually a class set is in the classroom.   

Procedure to handle classroom issues: 

1. First Step: Student speaks with teacher. 

2. Second Step: Student speaks with counselor. 

3. Third Step: parent emails teacher. 

4. Fourth Step: parent emails counselor. 

5. Fifth Step: parent outlines issue in written letter to Principal schedules meeting to discuss 
issue. 

6. Sith Step: parent emails Principal a thank you for meeting with a copy of the written letter 
attached. 

If you have questions or concerns about communicating with teachers, counselors or the 
administration please reach out to: 

PTA Communications Liaison – Eileen O’Leary  cloverflat@hotmail.com 

 

If you have questions or concerns about anything else please contact: 

PTA President – Ed Donnelly   pres@SPMSPTA.com 


